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ministry proposed to continue them for four months longer. This was last Friday, when, as we every hour expected the news of a conclusive battle, which, if favourable, would render them useless, Mr. Fox, the general against the new regiments, begged it might only be postponed till the following Wednesday, but 170 against 89 voted them that very day. On the very Wednesday came the news of the flight of the rebels; and two days before that, news from Chester of Lord Grower's new regiment having mutinied, on hearing that they were to be continued beyond the term for which they had listed.
At court all is confusion: the King, at Lord Bath's instigation, has absolutely refused to make Pitt Secretary at War. How this will end, I don't know, but I don't believe in bloodshed: neither side is famous for being incapable of yielding.
I wish you joy of having the Chutes again, though I am a little sorry that their bravery was not rewarded by staying at Eome till they could triumph in their turn: however, I don't believe that at Florence you want opportunities of exulting. That Monro8 you mention was made travelling physician by my father's interest, who had great regard for the old doctor4: if he has any skill in quacking madmen, his art may perhaps be of service now in the Pretender's court.
I beg my eagle may not come till it has the opportunity of a man-of-war: we have lost so many merchantmen lately, that I should never expect to receive it that way.
I can say nothing to your opinion of the young Pretender being a cheat; nor, as the Eebellion is near at an end, do I see what end it would answer to prove him original or
3 John  Monro  (1715-1791),  sue-     paid their cotrrt openly to 'Mook-
ceeded his father as physician at     Majesty'    at    Eome.     (Mann   and
Bethlehem Hospital in 1752.   Mann     Manners, vol. i, p. 229.)
stated that Monro and others had        * Physician to Bedlam.   Wdbpole.